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the Black European Summit: Transatlantic 
Dialogue on Political Inclusion, draw atten-
tion to the need for coordinated strategies to 
address racism and discrimination; 

We recognize the democratic, multi-ethnic 
and multi-racial nature of our countries’ di-
verse societies; 

We reaffirm the principles of equal rights 
and self-determination of peoples and recall-
ing that all individuals are born equal in dig-
nity and rights; 

We remain concerned that the political and 
legal systems in some of our societies do not 
reflect the racial and ethnic diversity within 
our societies, which then contributes to the 
continuation of racism and discrimination; 

We recognize that the full access of racial 
and ethnic minorities to participate in the 
political sphere and relevant areas of deci-
sion making at the levels of national, re-
gional, and locally elected government ap-
propriate to each nation is critical to com-
bating racism and inequality and ensuring 
our democratic societies; 

We therefore note the need for concrete 
strategies to: increase the representation 
and influence of racial and ethnic minority 
policymakers; jointly seek solutions to ra-
cial and ethnic minorities increased partici-
pation in decision-making in the develop-
ment and implementation of policy initia-
tives to address discrimination and inequal-
ity; and support opportunities to exchange 
and share perspectives in these areas 
through the continuance of a transatlantic 
dialogue to realize these goals. 

We today resolve that we will endeavor to 
enact initiatives to eradicate racial and eth-
nic discrimination through: 

Continuing a transatlantic dialogue that: 
includes cultural exchanges between Amer-
ican and European racial and ethnic minor-
ity groups, including youth; focuses on the 
development of opportunities for racial and 
ethnic minority political leadership and par-
ticipation in the policymaking process; and 
fosters the exchange of information on best 
practices to implement and enforce anti-
discrimination measures and achieve racial 
equality; 

Joining forces over the coming months to 
develop common goals and objectives in each 
of our decision-making bodies to recognize 
Europe’s Black and racial and ethnic minor-
ity populations for their historical and 
present-day contributions and acknowledge 
past injustices; 

Promoting racial and ethnic minority par-
ticipation at all levels of national, regional, 
and local government through the education 
of civil and political rights, including the 
legislative process and advocacy of legisla-
tive issues relevant to racial and ethnic mi-
nority communities, development of tar-
geted professional development and hiring 
strategies, increased youth and community 
outreach, and self-organization and other 
empowerment initiatives; 

Reaffirming our continued cooperation and 
commitment to work with our governments, 
international institutions, civil society, pri-
vate sector, and other partners to improve 
institutions so that they are fully 
participatory and reflect the democratic 
principles of equality, justice, and celebra-
tion of the strengths of our countries’ diver-
sity. 

AS EUROPE VEERS RIGHT, MINORITY 
PARLIAMENTARIANS COUNTER 

WASHINGTON—With far-right and anti-im-
migrant parties making worrying advances 
in recent elections across Europe, minority 
lawmakers and leaders called today for the 
political process to be more inclusive of mi-
norities. 

Following April’s ‘‘Black European Sum-
mit: Transatlantic Dialogue on Political In-

clusion’’ in Brussels, Belgium, minority po-
litical and intellectual leaders today adopted 
a declaration calling for increased efforts to 
include racial and ethnic minorities in the 
political process. (Please find attached a 
copy of the Brussels Declaration). 

I was very pleased to have the opportunity 
to work on these initiatives with my Euro-
pean colleagues,’’ said U.S. Congressman and 
Helsinki Commission Co-Chairman Alcee L. 
Hastings (D–FL). ‘‘Whether speaking about 
voting and civil rights, increasing minority 
elected officials and diversity in policy staff, 
or responding to discriminatory policies, we 
have common issues. While I have been able 
to share the many successes we have had in 
the United States in terms of minority polit-
ical participation, most recently evidenced 
by President Obama, one need only look at 
the lack of diversity in the U.S. Senate and 
staff in Congressional offices and many gov-
ernment agencies to know that we can be 
doing more. It is one reason I fully support 
this transatlantic declaration.’’ 

‘‘Despite the global significance of Presi-
dent Obama’s historic election, the reality is 
that our elected leadership does not reflect 
the diversity of origins of people in our na-
tions’’ said Summit co-organizer Harlem 
Desir, Member of the European Parliament 
(MEP). ‘‘This has contributed to a lack of in-
clusion of minorities in the planning and im-
plementation of the very policies that im-
pact us. Despite some successes, the overall 
results of recent elections are simply further 
evidence that we must do more to ensure the 
representation of the diversity of our soci-
ety.’’ 

‘‘In Britain we had never elected fascists in 
a national election until now. Whilst in the 
past there have been far-right MEPs from 
other countries, such as France, this election 
saw new groups gaining seats across Europe, 
and thus a worrying threshold has been 
crossed,’’ said Summit co-organizer and 
President of the European Parliament All 
Party Group on Anti-Racism and Diversity, 
Claude Moraes MEP. ‘‘We will have to tackle 
the pernicious growth of far-right racist par-
ties head-on, at both the grass-roots and par-
liamentary levels, and an integral part of 
this lies in encouraging the full inclusion of 
minorities in the political process.’’ 

U.S. Helsinki Commissioner Congressman 
G.K. Butterfield (D–NC), a former Judge 
known for his work supporting voting rights, 
who participated in the Summit, added, ‘‘it 
is clear by the outcome of the European elec-
tions that too few people are taking part in 
the political process at a potentially great 
risk to democracy. As I have learned from 
my work in the U.S., it is critical to remedy 
this situation rather than preserve a status 
quo that repeatedly elects lawmakers who do 
not represent the diverse interests of the 
population.’’ 

‘‘These concerns for minority representa-
tion are exactly why we adopted the Brussels 
Declaration,’’ said Summit co-organizer Joe 
Frans, Vice President of the United Nations 
Working Group on Experts of People of Afri-
can Descent. ‘‘The declaration calls for the 
full and equal participation of non-White 
citizens of Europe with African, migrant, 
and other backgrounds in our countries’ de-
mocracies. With more racist, xenophobic, 
and anti-Muslim parties making political 
gains, immigration and anti-discrimination 
policies are going to be further scrutinized, 
which will impact how persons of different 
races, ethnicities, and religions, are viewed 
and treated. Implementation of the Brussels 
declaration in this current climate is of the 
utmost importance.’’ 

THE DEATH OF FARRAH FAWCETT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, thank you for letting me stand before 
you today in order to mourn a great American 
icon, Farrah Fawcett. She died today, Thurs-
day, June 25, 2009, shortly before 9:30 a.m. 
after battling cancer. She was 62. 

I would also like to express and send my 
condolences to her family and friends. I know 
the actress fought a very public battle with 
cancer and I am proud to say that this beau-
tiful, talented and courageous woman was an 
American legend, icon and a TEXAN. 

Mary Farrah Leni Fawcett was born on Feb. 
2, 1947, in Corpus Christi, Texas. Her father, 
James William Fawcett, was an oil pipefitter 
who later founded a pipeline construction com-
pany and a custodial service. She enrolled at 
the University of Texas in Austin, where she 
initially planned to study microbiology but later 
switched her major to art. 

Farrah Fawcett is a true Hollywood success 
story. Winning a campus beauty contest got 
her noticed by an agent, who encouraged her 
to pursue acting. After graduating, she moved 
to Los Angeles and her healthy style and 
beauty was immediately noticed. She quickly 
got roles in various television commercials and 
also made appearances in some TV series. 

Eventually, she came to the attention of the 
highly successful producer Aaron Spelling, 
who was impressed by her beauty and viva-
cious personality which won her a role in the 
TV series ‘‘Charlie’s Angels’’ (1976). She 
played a private investigator who worked for a 
wealthy and mysterious businessman, along 
with two other glamorous female detectives. 
The show immediately became the most pop-
ular series on television, earning record rat-
ings and a huge audience. All three actresses 
became very popular, but Farrah became by 
far the best known. 

She was America’s sweetheart, and found 
herself on every celebrity magazine and pur-
sued by photographers and fans. While she 
enjoyed the success and got along well with 
her co-stars (both of whom were also of 
Southern origin), she found the material light-
weight. Also, the long hours she worked were 
beginning to take a toll on her marriage so the 
following year, when the show was at its peak, 
she left to pursue a movie career. 

September 2006, Fawcett, who at 59 still 
maintained a strict regimen of tennis and 
paddleball, began to feel strangely exhausted. 
She underwent two weeks of tests and was 
told the devastating news: She had anal can-
cer. Farrah fought a long, difficult brave battle 
against the cancer for three years and we 
must admire her determination and strength 
through it all. According to the American Can-
cer Society, an estimated 5,290 Americans, 
most of them adults over 35, will be diagnosed 
with that type of cancer this year, and there 
will be 710 deaths. She was able to give many 
people hope for a cure while documenting her 
own personal battle, so we must continue to 
search for a cure for this abhorrent disease 
that is cancer. 

I would just like to leave her friends and 
family and all Americans who have lost a 
loved one with this poem by Henry Van Dyke: 
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GONE FROM MY SIGHT 
(By Henry Van Dyke) 

I am standing upon the seashore. A ship, at 
my side, spreads her white sails to the 
moving breeze and starts for the blue 
ocean. She is an object of beauty and 
strength. 

I stand and watch her until, at length, she 
hangs like a speck of white cloud just 

where the sea and sky come to mingle 
with each other. 

Then, someone at my side says, ‘‘There, she 
is gone’’ 

Gone where? 

Gone from my sight. That is all. She is just 
as large in mast, hull and spar as she 
was when she left my side. 

And, she is just as able to bear her load of 
living freight to her destined port. 

Her diminished size is in me—not in her. 
And, just at the moment when someone says, 

‘‘There, she is gone,’’ there are other 
eyes watching her coming, and other 
voices ready to take up the glad shout, 
‘‘Here she comes!’’ 

And that is dying. . . 
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